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Subsequently Mr. Meldrum made more extensive
comparisons, including not only cyclones proper, but
other great storms, and brings out essentially the same
results. At the same time it is to be noted that the
yearly numbers vary enormously, and, on referring to
his second paper (" Nature," vol. viii, p. 495), it will be
found that the number for the sun-spot maximum,
184r7-M:9, is only twenty-three, while that for the mini-
mum, 1866-'68, is twenty-one. (Mr. Meldrum coaxes
the first sun-spot maximum a little by using the years
1848-'50 in his comparison; rather unwarrantably, it
would seem, since the epoch of spot-maximum was
184:8*1: by using those years, he gets twenty-six Instead
of twenty-three.)

The variations from year to year are so extreme that
it is sufficient to say that the observations can hardly be
considered as demonstrative without much further con-
firmation from other sources.

Mr. Meldrum has attempted to supply this confir-
mation by tabulating the rainfall at a number of stations
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